The Monthly Ministry Focus: January 2025
A Moment of Scripture Focus for Every Ministry in First Baptist Church

To Ministry Leader: Please read or have this scripture read at your in-person or online monthly meeting
/activity/rehearsal.

SCRIPTURES FOR FOCUS THIS MONTH

SCRIPTURES:

1 Peter2:9: Butye are achosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; thatye should
shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (KJV)

Micah 6:8: He has showed you, O man [and woman], what is good; and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? (RSV)

Galatians 6:9 And let us not grow weary in well-doing, for in due season we shall reap, if we do not lose

heart. (RSV)

COMMENTARY
The First Baptist Book Group, formed in 2024 and continuing in 2025 to celebrate and learn more about our

heritage, is now reading the book Caste by Isabel Wilkerson. Itis a portrait of how America throughout its
history was shaped by the seen and unseen ranking of human beings, typically based on race. To make her
point about these rankings, Wilkerson includes many stories from both American and world history. She
begins the book with a description of a famous German photograph which shows a large group of Nazi
followers saluting Adolph Hitler. But when you look more closely, she tells us, you see in the photo that
there is one man among the massive crowd who is refusing to salute - his hands defiantly down in front of
him. One single man on the right side of history. Wilkerson asks if we would have done what this man did
and made the courageous choice to stand alone against injustice in defense of the outcast and the
oppressed?

As we contemplate our New Year’s resolutions about our finances, exercise, and everyday habits, we would
do well by asking ourselves: what will | do this year to stand for what is right and kind in our world -- on our
jobs, in our community, in our politics, and in our relationships, even if we have to stand alone?

One of the hallmarks of being a Christian often means being in the minority, on the world’s “losing” side,
and doing what is right versus doing what is popular. In a world where winning and money seem to reign, we
are called as Christians to remember that we are, as Peter says, “a peculiar people.” We must
acknowledge that winning, power, and popularity are not necessarily “right.” The prophet Micah reminds us
of whatis truly “right” and what is required of us: to walk with humility with our God and to stand for justice,
decency, kindness, and love -- even if we must stand alone.

Let us not grow weary in well-doing. As a discipled people, serving people into a love relationship with Jesus
Christ, what will each of us do to stand on the right side of history in our everyday walk in 20257



