
 

 

Monthly Scripture Focus: March 2024 

A Scripture Commentary for Every Ministry in First Baptist Church, Manassas  

 

To Ministry Leader: Please have this scripture read at your monthly in-person or online meeting 

/activity/rehearsal at least one time this month.     

 

 
John 3:16 (NIV): For God so loved the world that He gave his only son, that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but have eternal life.   

 

COMMENTARY: Sacrifice  

I often pondered how my parents could do so much with so little.  My mom made sure the family ate even if it 

meant she ate last with whatever remained.  She’d feed a family of 8 with one chicken and satisfied her own 

hunger by eating the chicken back and neck.  The younger me always presumed those were her favorite parts 

and that she preferred eating at the kitchen table alone after everyone else had eaten.  The adult me had a 

different revelation.  She basically ate the scraps of the chicken, not because it was her favorite but because it 

was what was left.  It was the parts no one else chose.  Her eating alone was symbolic of her waiting to ensure 

everyone else’s bellies were fed first.   

Sacrifice, one of and arguably the most fundamental life lesson given to us by God. 

In our daily lives we often forget to pause and reflect on the sacrifices made by those before us.  Sacrifices that 

led to the opportunities in life we have today.  Sacrifices like those of our ancestors who walked through the 

Door of No Return and endured a treacherous journey of captivity.  Sacrifices of the civil rights, women’s 

suffrage and other social movements that trailblazed new paths for equality, freedom, and dignity.  Sacrifices 

like those of a parent like my mom. 

In life’s hustle, we often forget to pause and reflect on our walk with God and the ultimate sacrifice He made 

for us.  John 3:16 contains two words that should be constant reminders of God’s sacrifice, “He gave”.  God 

sacrificed his own son for our redemption.  Our Lord, Jesus the Christ, sacrificed body and blood to be the 

rock for not only our individual lives, but also our community, our land, and our world.   

Reflection acts as our soul’s mirror.  I pray today we will remember Jesus’ sacrifice for mankind.  I pray we will 

remember the sacrifices of those before us, no matter how big or how small.  I pray we remember that God’s 

love and desire for us is greater than anything, as demonstrated through the sacrifice of His ‘only’ begotten 

son to save His most precious creations -- you and I. 


